Introduction
The megasternine genus Oosternum Sharp, 1882 comprises small to very small terrestrial beetles inhabiting various kinds of decaying organic matter, particularly moist leaf litter in tropical and subtropical areas. A few species have also been recorded from ant nests of the genus Atta (Spangler 1962) . At present, 16 species of Oosternum are described: seven from the New World (southern USA through Central and South Americas) and nine from the Old World (Oriental region, Nepal and Japan) (Hansen 1999a; Hebauer 2002; Hoshina & Satô 2004 , 2005 Short & Hebauer 2006) . The actual species diversity is, however, much higher: more than 50 species are known to us at present with many more likely to be discovered. The diversity seems to be especially high in New World, particularly the Neotropical Region, where the representatives of the genus Oosternum are quite common and most species are available for study in long series.
The genus Oosternum is generally recognizable using the genus-level key by Hansen (1991). In the Neotropics, the representatives of Oosternum are rather similar to the genera Sacosternum Hansen, 1989 and Motonerus Hansen, 1989, with which the genus probably forms a monophyletic group (Fikáček, in press a). Oosternum can be easily recognized from Motonerus by the presence of antennal grooves on the prothorax and anterolateral ridges on the metaventrite (Fikáček & Short 2006) . It differs from Sacosternum by small to moderately large eyes and a simply elevated median portion of prosternum (Hansen 1991). In North America, the species can be identified according to Smetana (1978) (within this book, the genera Oosternum, Pemelus, and Cercyon pubescens species group refer to genus Oosternum as it is understood here). Old World representatives of Oosternum externally resemble the genus Paroosternum Scott, 1913 which differs by the absence of anterolateral ridges on the metaventrite and deeply excised lateral margins of elevated middle portion of prosternum. Some Australian genera of the Megasternini can also resemble Oosternum externally, but Oosternum has not been recorded from Australia to date (Hansen 1990) .
